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1 How and whydo people 
mark the significant 
events in life?
Year 4

Lesson 4
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Today we are going to 
be thinking about this 
question…

What ceremonies do many 
Hindus mark in the journey of 
life?
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Key Vocabulary

I’ll say it, you say it…
significant journey

commitment
baptism

marriage Bar Mitzvah

Bat Mitzvah ceremony

wedding Sacred thread
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Which journey of life ceremonies do you 
know from each of these religious and 
non-religious worldviews?

Any others?
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How might 
someone’s 
beliefs guide 
them or 
reassure them 
during these 
times?

Would it do this 
for everybody? 



UNIT

1
Y

e
a
r 

O
n

e
 C

o
n
c
e

p
t 
- 

In
c
a
rn

a
ti
o

n

What are 
infant/baby and 
believer baptism?

How are they the 
same?

How are they 
different?
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What is 
confirmation?
 
Why do some 
Christians do 
it?
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What kinds of 
promises are 
made in these 
services?

Why are they 
important for 
Christian 
believers?
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What does Bar/ Bat 
Mitzvah mean? 
What happens in the 
ceremony?

Why are these ceremonies 
important to many 
Jewish people?
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The journey of life

What have you learnt about the journey of life so far?
Can you name any ceremonies that different religious or 
non-religious worldviews mark?
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What do you know and remember 
from your learning about Hindu 
people?

Can you remember some key words?

Dharma?

Deity? Trimurti?

Cycle of life and death? Reincarnation?
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What is the 
Trimurti and 
why is it 
important?

Brahma = creator

Vishnu = 
sustainer and 
protector

Shiva = 
transformer 
and recycler
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Dharma

What might be 
the purpose of 
fire?

What might a Hindu think their purpose might be?
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What key beliefs can you 
recall?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02n5xj7
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Samsara

Samsara: 
cycle of life

Moksha

Dharma

Karma
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The 
Sacred 
thread 
ceremony

Dharma

Karma
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Sacred thread ceremony

Hindu boys (mainly)

Sacred thread- over left 
shoulder and under right arm

Purifying-fresh start

Watch the film- note 
what happens in this 
sacred thread ceremony

http://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=4oLA75rRN6k
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• What do you think Hindus might 
mean when they talk about 
purifying a person before they begin 
the next stage of their lives? 

• What kind of changes to the way a 
person behaves might need to take 
place?

• Can you suggest a reason why the 
‘sacred thread’ needs to be worn at 
all times? 

Answer these 
questions based on 
the films you have 
seen and what your 
teacher has told you 
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An invitation to a sacred thread 
ceremony Make an invitation 

for a Hindu child to 
send to his friend to 
invite them to their 
sacred thread 
ceremony.
Include
• Features
• Symbols
• Information 

about what will 
happen
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Key Vocabulary

I’ll say it, you say it…
significant journey

commitment
baptism

marriage Bar Mitzvah

Bat Mitzvah ceremony

wedding Sacred thread
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